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LIFE OF THE HON, JOIN CALD.
“'ELL (.'.'\ Id[l(,lTN-

John Caldwell Calhoun was barn, March
189th, 1792, in Abbeville Distiier, South
| Carolinn, where his yvounger  brather Pat-

Y ek now resides,  His Grandfather, Jumes
Calhoun, emigrated with his fumily (rom
Treland, and sentled i Peansylvania, in
17743,

His fathar, Patrick Calh wun, was then six
vears old.  Several yenrs afterwards the
fiunily remaoved to the western part of Vi

Sginia, but upon Braddock’s defeat, the set-
tement was broken up, and  they went to

Bouth Caroling, when, 1756, they establish.
ed themselves in a plice which was ealled,
HCulliouns settlement,”™  Here the Chera

koes, their immedinte neighbors, very soon
attacked them.  The struggle was violent.

Half the males, and amang  themn, the eld-
dest brother James Callioun, who cammand-
wed on the oceasion, fell ; alter the delent,
Atheir aged mother, with several of the oth.

fer females aud many of the children, were

butehered by the Savages.  Patrick  Cal-
loun, who displayed daring courage, was

immedistely appointed by the provin il
tgovernment to command u body of rangers
dor the defence of the frontier, and show-
fed himself wothy of the swtion,  Upon
he conclusion of peace, the fumily, which
iud been dispersed  reoccupied “their set-
tlement.”

In 1770, Patrick Callioun was married
W Martha Caldwell, of Charlotte County,
Virginia, niece of the Rev, Jumes Cald:
well, of New Jersey, o Preeshyterian Di-
vine, who siood prominent in the revolu-
tionary war.  ‘Dhe issue of this marriage
were  four  sons and one daughter, of
whom the sabject of this memoir was the
youngest but one, and as a tribute of re-
;pm:l to the memory of his unele, Major

ohn Caldwelly 0 zeal s whig, who had
been inhumanly butchered by the tories, he
received the nume of Joha Caldwell Cal-
houn.

* Both parents were exemplary for piety
and virtue.  The fither was o hardy and
enterprising pioneer; but unlike most of
thut class, he placed a high value upon ed.
ucition.  Though he was entirely sell-
taught, and lived the greater part of his life
on the frontier, surrounded by danger, he
made himsell an execllent English sclhol-
ar, and an acemate and skillful surveynr,
which profession he long followed. [l
s the first member evor ele ed o the
gl'u\'im'i:l] Legislature  from the interior of
Bonth Carolina,  OF this body, and the
Buite Legislature, after the revolution, he
continned'a member for thirty years with:
put intermission, except for a single term,

otil his death, in 1556, [le was a zeal-

uswhig, and a disintersstial patriot.  He

pposed the adoption of the faderal consti-
tution on the gronmd that it eonfecred righits
wn Congress iucampatible with the sover-
eiguty of the States.

- Atthirtecn vears of age, young Callioun
was placed at the newdemy of his brother
in-luw. the Rev. De. Wad lel, sinee so dis.
nguished, as o teacher, in the Sonthern
tates, 'I‘il"-' ll"l’llh ol e rr||||u|-, hn\\'t'\'lj'r.

terrapted his stodies, nnd  this acadomy
ensed for o time He continned 1o rp,ml:_-

With De. Wadidel, and gale ample use of

e cireulating lirary, of which lus brother

D lnw was Libradian  Thither he resorted

hﬂinﬂ.:iwrly, and witlinnt nny direction,

Passing over lighter, and, 1o persons of his
gy usu dly moee allunng litesatiare, fixe
13 atteation upon history.  With such un-

ceeded, by a patural transition, a passion
for the sports of the country.  Though the
progress of his education was now wrrest-
ed, yet his new manner of lifs laid the
foundation of a vicorvus constitution, and
he contracted, also, that fondovss of Awgii-
enlture, which hins dlalmgu.alu:ul 50 any
illustrious names,

In the midst of family arfrangements,
and in conseqnuence of his growing uttach.
ment to agricultural pursuits, John had a.
bandoned all thought of his former studics,
when his brother James, who had been
placed in a counting house in Charicston,

18090, nnd wns so struck with his enpueity,
thit he importuned him to wirn his attention
at onee to a classical education, thouch i
was not Ull alter great persunsion, that he
vielled to his brother's judgiment. Ae-
cordingly he procccded o Do Wadilel's
academy, which had been reopened i Co.
lumbia connty, Georgin, where in 1800,
he may properly be said to havie bhegan, ot
the age of eighteen a clussicul odueation,
Herc his progress was so wpid, that he
was enabled to join the junior elass at Yale
college in the autimnof 1502,

In the Instiution he touk a hich grade
in afl the studies, but though he did
want imagination aud taste; he was peen
larly distinguished by is depth and quek-
ness of his intollect, e differed wilcly
from D, Dwight, the eminent iadividual
who presided over the o
|.‘l|1ihlu|l:«i, and although th v had freguent
discussions, they were always of a fricidly
character. It s relited that in the course
ol a recitation i Palev’s Phil oy, o
Daoctor expressed adught =whether the ean.
sent of the governel, was the only origin
of' legitimate government!  This enysed
anammated debaie botween him and  his
pupil, which held the elnss 1 delighted sus
pense Ull dinner, in the ecourse of which
the stadent evincod such depth of thought,
und such power of wreament
quence, this celebrued preceptor predicted
his future rise. *lhat voung man, le
said to a friend, “has tnlents enouch 1o be
President of the Unmtod Spates.”

Just four years a'ter commenecing the
Latin Grammoar, he geaduated with thy
highest honors, at the head of a larege and
talented eluss, but ho was prevented by
sickness from deliverine his aration, the
sulject of which was *The qualifications
necessary to a perfeet statesman,”

Alter enrulling himsell, on his return
home a student of law with H. W. De-
Suussure, he went to N, England, and en.

Mot

ey in political

and elo:

eighteen months, under Judge Reeve nnd
Guould, he made great advancement.
marning was devoted to law, thie rest of

science, and he cultivated with especial
care, extemporanenus speaking, It wus
in the debating society of this place, where
the most agitated politieal topies of the day
were discussed belore crowded meetings,
that Mr. Cullioun, who was ever the ehiam-
pion of the republican side, first developed
his great powers of purlinmentary debate.
It was his custom, eveu then, to prepare by
reflection, and not by arranging on paper,
what he meant to say. A good memory
presented the order of his own thoughts,
and a wonderful power of analysis and
classification enabled him ta digest rapidly,
and disteibute in their proper places, the
answer and refutation of all the arguments
of’ the speakers, however numerous, whom
he followed.

In 15045, he returned th Sonth Carolina,
and in 1807 commenced, in his native dis-

returned home 1o spend the summer of

of which this or any country ever bonsted.
Publlie excitement was strong, the
crowded, aod’ the rising  with the
vreatness  of the delivered a
speceh, whichs for lofty patriotism, cogem
runsoning, and sonl-stirrinr ol
O equn lede It met
[ and universal applause,
ed 1o %one of the old snrng of the o | Cone.

and the

aralor,

M ‘l'.ii\i His

1
unbounded

seldom

Zress, \\ili:!hv- Fraces ol \u']‘,r;_“

svoung Caralinian®™ was hailed as “one of
[ the master spirits, who  stamp their name

upon the age in whieh they live,”

Early in ihe Sessiun, General Porter re.
tired from Congress, and Me Callioun was
plueed ur the head of the commitee on for.
eirn relations, which eammitton, in nddition
to theie approprinte dutics, were enlled npon
to rep ol linlls tin CArry ey elleet thie nilia-
ry prepurntions they had recommended.
Thus by cirenmstances, is wi Il ns hy pre-
eminent ability, was he at this carly peviod

Representatives, which sustamel the war

with England,

It was ut s mome ntous period by deliv-
eredone ol lis best speeches, from which
ln s ol pussage muy be here extraeted, ns
well becavse it evinead his profouni aud
philosuphical @hurncter of wind, as the in-
dependence of spictts which could not fnooll
cdses st tocthe tenmenels of pn 1%, anl

led i o ditler wmmon with lis abile
and virtous coil
medii=tration, on the

systom and 1the ,\:n\:,'.

) :
wriie. Lowndess (rom the

subjoet of I:‘,,--- 1=

striotiye s) In speak.
ing of the embargo, he savs.—*I olicet
the restrictive system, beenuse it does not
sunt thegetius of the peeple, nor that of
the vovernment, noy the oo

\\ i

esaentinlly antive, [y say we e

graphical ehar.

acter of onr country. are a o -|l~|!'

M
tunlly so, 1o passive svstemn ean ~:u|I suci
i Iuy(-]-‘-!‘; in action SHpH rior to ol others:
Hl [-.':IIHH endurance laleror to nony, Noi
does itsuit the genius of our goverment. Ouar
frovaerninent is [oundeil on *-f!’t'lll,ﬂ“. and
To mnke the restrictve
s\ STy n!!‘m"l\'r*. redquires the mmast nrbiton.
iy laws.  England, with the
utees, lins not been able to exelude prolithit
ed articlesy and Nopoleon, with all his pows
et amd vigilanee, was obliged 10 resorn to

Nates eoceeion.

SeVEerest stit-

(the most barbarous luws to ecforee his cons
This nation oozt 1o Le

[tinentul svsiem.
[taught to rely on'i's own cournge, its forli-
tade, its skilly and virtue for protection.
These are the onty safeguards in the hour
of danwer. Man was endowed with these
great quulities for his defence. There is
nothing about him that indicates that he is

tered the Litehficld law school, where, lor {1 conquer by endurance; Lie is not encrus-

ted in a shell; he is not taught to rely upon

The | his insensibility, his passive suflering, for | which I shall not leap over, for the pur-

defence. No, siry it is on the mvineible

the dn_v to generul literature and im!:li nl Imind, on a mognonimous nature, he ought [ thauks tor the judictous, i lependent, and

[to rely.  Hereinis the superiority of our
kind: it is these that render wan the lord
|of the world, 1t is the destiny of his con-
dition that nations rise abuve nualions, as
they are endowed in a greater degree with
these brilliant qualities.™

To trace Mr. Calhoun's course or 1o re-
count his services during the war, would
fill avolume, It is sullicient to say, thut
in the leading position of chairman of the
committee of foreign relations, ina com.
plication of adverse circumstunces, during
[the gloom of that contest, caleulated to
I[)\'trr\\f!lt‘]lll the lecble and appal the stout.
| est, against a weight and ardor of oppaosi-
{ tion unknown to the Congress of the revo.
lution, he never faltered, never doubted,
never despuired of the Republie; by his
genius and wisdom, patriotism amd unshak-
en firmness, he rose conspicuous in the

}'-'-u"‘:

wgence, has |

He Wns compar- I

at the hend of the party in the House of

trict, o luerative practice, ranking, from the | constellation of talents which distinguished
very outsel, with the most eminent lawyers | both sides, and arousing his eauntryinen ta

(taok his seat in Congress, ut ilie

in his eireuit.  An incident occurred nhout
this time, whhich brought Lim into distin-
guished notice.  The afair of the Chesa-
peake had just ereated great excitement
throughout the South; a meetine of the
peaple was ealled at Abbeville court house,
and Me. Calhoun was one of the commit.
e appointed 1o deaft an addreess and reso-
lutions. He was requested nlso 10 address
the meeting, The day arrived —the as.
sembly was large. 1t was his first appear-
ance belore the publie, and trying as was the
situntion, he aequitted himselt in o manner
that eqeited enthusiastic apprabation. Soon

action by the animating strning ol elo-
quence, made himself the ehicl supporter
of the *second war of independence,” and
‘Iinnli_\' triumphed in the sunshine of glory
| which burst upon the country at its termin-
aton.

At this period, the army, the navy, and
the revenue had grown beyond the wants of
pence, and the currency was der wged be.
yvand all forner example, except at the
close of the revolation. Thee .»i'u!:_ir.-:‘r_-i
gwe birth to momentons questions.  Of
these the first was the military peace estab.
vishinent, unhonr whieh there was great di.

every malter of wnpartanee, and eminent
ly distinguished imself far political fore
sight and sagacity
bieen so renark

In the auwtamn

e,

Civliy-
mencement of the first Session ol the

emitting industey did he Lihar, that ho is
aid 1o have read, in the course of fanreen
}ves:‘u, Rollin®s Anciont History, Robert-
on’s Charles V., nnd Amerien Voltaire’s|
h!l”t.“d Xl[. the :.ll':_:r' l!lhillﬂ] ol L.’unk'%‘
oyages, the first volume of Locke on the
1 aman Ulhir_‘r.-:f i Inl;. antl several small
vorks, Under this severe appheation, in
hich his meals and rest were neglected,
1Beyes were injured, his countenance
weew pallid, and his whole frome became
ated. s mother alarined  for his

|1H.|, taak lim home, where separation
n tlun'!'u;. air illl'l CXOrOISe, YOIy SUull res
tated him; anl to his luve of books, sue.

A
i

twalfth Congress, having been elected by o
vist majority Ly represent the distoet com
I,..-.-ml of A boville, Newhe v aul [aot-
rens,  His reputation  had preceded hin,
and he wng placed at once on the commit
1oe of fore g aluirs, which was @t that
juncture ihe most important. An nble re
port. on which the discussion ol the ses
sion chielly turuedy recommended an im-
mediate appeil o arms, and Mr. Callioun’s
first effort was {0 sastaintng the measures
recammended, 10 1o
eloquent speech ot John Randolph, also n

Wy 1 n most able

member of committes, and one of the mest| government, and that the power over it was! the deparnnent,

of 1811, Mr Calhoun l mitlee on

n'ter he was proposed ws o candudate for| versity of opinion. Mr. Calkinun eontegded | tradueed tnto every branch of the dJdis-
the next legis'sture, and in spite of a pre. | thut o small peace establishment, was most | bursements, and i consequence ol which
judice which fur years hal prevented die I congenial with the instirutions of the coun. | he was rn'nwilui o report to L&
eleetion of alwwyer, he was chosen by ani | Lry, and that the great point was to have it| 1823, tht, of the entire :l.livl!lll.l al muoney
oviewhelming majoriiv.  Here, during two | permancut and well organized, sn object|drawn from the treusury o 1822, for the
SHCCossIve sessions, he took the lead in | which liealterwards :I'--.-u-.u‘:'; aceomp! :-I:-'mihl.nr:-' services, including pensiots, o-

ed while Seeretary of War.

The other unportant subjects were de.

< whichh he lnlm evoer [‘I.I'T'.‘li I:“ lll(.‘ fui[ir\\'_[j;_[ w0, \\1.1 I .“1'

Calliwun was placed at the head of the con-
currency, EFvents which took
| place at the preceding session, hind designa.
‘.t---l hin for the place, ns hi had then, sue.
cessfully resisted the project of o non-specie
| puving bank, (devised principa’ly with a
view to enable government to racse Linns
fne the prosecution af the war,) ¢t nder the
gonvietion that such a lunk, by reasor of
these loans, wouald; on the retirn --I'p":‘--"!“.

he cnlisted apminst the resumption ol specie
|5w}‘m- ntz, and that itz inlluence. 1:ni;a d
| with that ol the State banks, would defeat
the effiats of Congress to e establish a
“( hirhieved that it was

sotind currency.

||‘l|rrt-nt'j|.' under the contral of 1l

reserved 1o the Slates, Nothing eould ex-
ceed the demngement of the curreney
the termination of the war, when that power
{ was oxclusively used by the States, aud the
nites of the banks incorporated by them,
which eolild not be converted into specie,
and were deprecited, acconding to eircums-
stances, frum one to 1'\\"1'.[_\' jrer conlium,
copstituted the curreney o which the public
L dues were colls vted, the |-uh-:-'

paid, and money ed ransactions of the coun
try curried on.  After a full examination of

ful o disen=e, which threatened the Union
itsclfy it was belioved by the committec that
the wuly !rr.‘u‘t.':':x?rlu menns of restoring a
L-Ililu-] currencey, :li|-| [racie It un Ii ¢ the
constitutional controal of the LR ril Tavern

ment, wis the estublishment ol a bank of
suflicient capital on sound prineigles, bpund
to redecm thely notes in cash, whicls, |r_\ is
inflience and aud, would at once compe!
and nssist the State bapks to specie piy-
mentss A Uil o conformity with this De-

Aief wos reported by Mr, Colhioun, and with | Huentinl member
'

sich foreible aranments did o sustiin it, so

elearly dil he demonsteate the naconshitu
tignnl conditon ol the atrren Ny Su -
festly did he prove its danger and injusticn;
aind that there was no other feasible reredy
in the power of the house, that in spite el
the ppposing inflacnce of the State banks,
the constitutional seruples of many of the
mietibers, and the resstnee of a o bee of

thu leaders of the

ppositian he suceceded
in efli cung b';'_' [Passage ol the 1»,”. ”ili‘l'_:“
it was well ascertmined thar a deeyded mns
jorily wepe oppused to it at its introduction
OF this powerful spescll nothing remuing
Lt an "'.!.‘It_ll.' el skeleton.

Bestles the e Iy which gave
o the =tate of the Uion,
volving w disenssion of the |1--h-'.\. of the
country an time of peace, in which Mr.
Cullotin made one
ii:‘l\.\ ol {,:nT\I.Hiu-II:.u rv l'lulpn-lll't: EVUr CX-
f||.-||'|il belore & TR othier il'll!illﬂlllli
| stljects arose, inall ol whih he ok
prominent parts  Buatthe lofty course pur.
sted by hun in regard to o the “famous

venue bil

ri=e o .:. ite

the mest splendid dis-

compnsation faw," very Ffl'('ll-:'i\ e ks [ terminated 1o rr_-lur'niug(:‘en. Jacksun, Mr.

his churacter, and may, perliaps, the hest
pudoed oy feom the following eulagium
IOLUEL TR LB od by I'I.:-ll'nll_;: i Hitreat l-'l',l"l.l!!ill-
Mr, Girasvenor said “he had heard with
pocuiig satisinetion, the nble, manly, con-
stituthonsl specciv of tha gontlewan from
i south Carslina™  Here Mr, Grosvenor,
recurving in his own mind w0 a personnd
[ditference with Mr. Calhoun, which arose
[durimg the wiar—paused u  moment and
then proceedied—=+Mr. Speaker, I will not
{ba restrained——no barrier shall exist,

[pose of aflering to that gentleman my

nationnl courge which he has pursued in
[ the house fur the last two years, and par-
[ticuluily on the subject now Lglure us,
Let the honoruble gentlemen continue
[ with the same independence, aloot from
party views wod local prejudices, to pur-
suc the great interest of his conntey, and
fulfil the high destiny for which it is man-
ifest he was born.  The buzz of popular
applavse may not cheer him on the way,
but he will inevitably arrive at a high and
happy elevation in the view of his coun-
tev and the world.”

In December, 1517, Mr. Callioun was
nppointed by Mr, Monroe to the office of
Seeretary of War.  Here was o new the-
atre; his congressional carcer of six years
hid Leen bruliant; as a legislator, and as
an orator he stoods on ‘& proud clevation
before Lis country, and now his capacity
fur administentivn was to be tested.  Such
l\\':ns the deranged state of the departiment,
the vast accumnlation of its business, and
its mmperiect  orgunizaticn, that  nany
friends dissunded him from occupying a
post of so much danger. Spice “11[ uok
permit even a sketeh of the history of his
admnistration  of the war  departinent
during seven yeurs. e found 1tian all
its branches, in cowfusion, and feft it in
complete ordor. e found upwards of
forty millions of dollars of unsettled ac.
coutits, w hich he reduced to less than three
[millionz, and he completely prevented all
turther acemmuiation by the unexamoled
|exactness of aceountabality which he in-

.

.--l\gl’l’*‘ n

monunting 1o four millions five hundred and

| «eventy-once thonsand nine hundred and
sixiy-one dollars and ninety-four conts,
d“!].'"-_'h 1 I#.I.-‘-L"\l through the hhwodds ol
two bundred and ninetv-one disbursing a-
gonts, there had not been a single delal-
emtion, nor the lesz of a eemt 1o the gov-
crnment: and that he hal reduced the ex-
pense of the army from fosr hundred aad
firty dollres per many to 1wo hondred and
cightveseven dollars, and thereby sad ed 1o
the “;'!Illtr\ suaunlly more thann one mil-
lon theee huodeed thousand daollurs.

It 12 10 be remembered that all this was

| lli‘_' i'-'l.'; s I'l.‘lllf.‘lli'_"i llrlliul.-ﬂ,"l] !Iﬂ_b]' 20 (""lf— I

::!up;utrurill. that it is possible to explain
livw My, Cathoun found time for prepur-
ing hig numerous reports, which are not
surpassed by our nblest public doguments,
particularly those on our Indian affuirs, |
|and the reduction of the army ; for the des- |
[ patch of the immense mass of unseitled |
acenunts of the war; lor the examination |
of the eliims for revolutionary pensions;

Lacidemy, the establishment of discipline |
and rigul economy in the army; a ecom-
plete re-organization, which gave usat |

—— T——
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correspondence, and the \-im‘licniim! of his
own conduct which it contains. We pass
ovor all these, and come to that partion
of his political life which his friends con-
fidently belicve will hereafter be the most
distinguished, and will most strongly mark
his character with posterity. We mean
thut which followed the passage of the
tariff of 1828, and the part which he felt

creditors | the thorough resuseitation ot the military | himself compelled to take i resistance to

what he considered an unevastitutional
and oppressive aet, in order 10 arresta
course of events which he clearly yer-

'the expense of a lorce of six thousand | ecived, at that carly period, would grow
men, so offiered as to be eapable of prompt | out of 1he measure, and which he was un-
‘enlargement; a peace establishment hav. | der a deep conviction would terminale, if
ing the military enpacity, and defensive not arrested, in the destruction of the hb-
power of thirty thonsand; the saving of | erty and the constitution of the courtry,
Lour maritime frontier; the institution of | or in the dis<olution of the Ul_lir)n. Ap-
system of permanent foriifications for our | prehending, from what he saw in the pas-
leaast; the estblishment of n cordon of | sage of the tarif act of 1828, that the ex-
military posts, siretching from the upper| ch'tnIiuns of the friends of an equal sys-

Hakes around our western frontiers; and | tem of benefits and burdens in reference

tinullv, for his doties ns o leading and in.
of Me. Monroe's able
ol enliehiened enlbinet. |I

In the secend terin of Mr, Monroe's
f'rr--lui»-llr‘}'. the qrestion of the chuice ol a
successor agitated the country, and Mr,
Cilhonn®s name was bioueht fopward with
those of four other distingnished candi-
dates. Bventa had turned the controver-
&vy om0 Lir as hie wis a'u:::_'nrrnud. more phir-
[ tieilarly between his ftiends and those of
My Crawionly on the subjeet of a Cun-
rrossiunal cancns, us the means of desjgz- |
miting the cioet magistrute,  Mr. Cal.
fioun believed thaty in conscquence ol'i
preat  dncrease  of the  patronage  of |
the government, it
place thus in the power of the President,
the choive of his successor; through his|
Hindluence over the members of Congress,
and took a decided stund against i, In
Lthe progressof the cunvass, Mr, Calhoun's
fname was withdrawn soas W strengthen |
the probuhility of w choice by the people,
{ und vonseqiently to lessen the hazard ol
the election being devolved upon the
Hovse of Representatives.  The contest

was  dangerous  to|

Adams, and Me, Crawford as the three
hitghest candjdates to the house, and lhcl
eheovion of M, Saimoun DY a lurge major-
ity of the people as Vice President  We
Lcatnot dwell on the events which succeed-
ed,  During the whole canvass Mr. Cal-
houn bore very kind personal and politi-
cnl relutions with both the leading candi-
dates; but actitig on the principle which
had placed him in opposition ton Congres-
sional caucus, he did not hesitate to avow
his opinion, that the members of the
House, in diseharging the high duties de-
volved on them, onght to act in reverence
and subordination to the will of the peo-
ple.  He was necessurily, therefore, plac-
ed in opposition, which atthe end of the
term, overthrew the ssministration, and
terminated in the election of Gen. Jack-
son as President, and the re-election of
himsell as Vice President.

Icis admitted that Mr, Calhoun conferr-
ed upon the Vice-Presidency a dignity
nnd character worthy of the station.  His
decisions gave universal satisfaction, with
one exceplion, the circumstances ol which
were remarkable, viz: his decision in re-
gard to the power of the Viee President,
us presiding officer of the Senate, to call
u Senator to order for words spolen in
debate. The Senate at no period had
been in such a state of excitement. My,
Mr. Culhoun was known to be opposed to
the administration. It was the first cose
which had occurred, and the principle on

to the protective system, and a thorough
reformation of the government, and resto.
ration of the constitution to its primitive
principles, which he deemed necessary lo
the preservution of the country, could not
be realized in any other way, he turned
his attention from that tme to the sover-
cignty of the States, and their reserved
rights us the only certvn moans of effect-
ing the-e objects, the salvation of our 1n-
stitution, and of the Union. ‘The result
was, that view of vur system which recog+
nized each State us a sovereign party o
the political compact, a right 1o declare an
et of Congress, which it believes to be
unconstitutional, to be aull and void, and
of ccurse notobligatury upon its citizens,
and to arrest the execution of such an act
within its limits. This doctrine which
was rendered so unpopular under the name
of nullification, is maintained to be clear-
ly contained in the Virginia and Ken.
tucky resolutions,* is more fully sh}ed
and carried out in the discussions to which
it gave rise in the controversy be-
tween South Caroling and the general gov-
ernment. In these diseussions, the pa.
pers prepared by Mr. Calhoun constitute
a striking part.

The first of these
nwWn T Uhe exposion of T
lini Legislature in the. Session of 1828,
in which a (ull and very originul view is
tuken of the relations between the States
and the general government, and the op-
eration of the prductive system as ef-
fecting unequally the two great sections
of the Union. Tuis was followed, in
1830, by a statement drawn up by Mr.
Calhoun, coniaining his opinivn on the re-
lation between the State and the general
government, in delerence to public opin-
ion, which seem to demand an exposition
of his viewson a subject which then be-
gan so deeply to agitate the country. The
open avowal of doctrines then considered
by many a little short of treason, which
he knew would separate him from many
of his political friends, on a conviction of
duty, and without regard to the effect it
would have upon his popularity, required
a firmness of purpose and a deep and so-
lemn sense of duty which few possessed,
Subsequently, at Governor Hamilton’s re.
quest, he addressed him a letter, in which
the subject is more amply discussed, and
which acquired for Mr. Calboun a reputa-
tion for ability and candor even among
those who did notapprove his doctrine,

The payment of the public debt, with-
out a satisfactory adjustment of their tar-
itl, brought on a crisis which will long be
remembered,  South Curolina carried out

apers attributed to
o oouli Caros

her doctrine; & convenlion ol the people
was called in their sovereign capacity,
and the protective acts declared unconsti-

which the decision rested was novel, The
Constivution gives cach Ilouse the pow-

{ the present time, that it is nol necessary

¢r ol establishing its rules of proceed-
ing, and there existed nt this time no rule
it the Senate which gave the Viee.Presi-
dent the power in question.  Acenrdingly,
while those who took the oppiosite view
contended that the Vice-President possess-
ad this power inhereatly under the Con.
stitution, as the presiding officer of that
toly, Mr. Calboun decided thatas the
rules did not confer the power, either ex-
pressly, or by umplication, he did not pos-
sess ity bolieving ol he possessed it under
the Constitution there could be no appeal
to thie Sennte, and the freedom of debale
i it bedy would depend upon the plea-
sure of an oflicer who hield his place inde-
pendent of i1, Satisfied with the correct-
ness of his decision, Mr. Calhoun evine-
ed not the slightest impatience at the
clamor which followed. e calmly and
confidently lelt s conduct to abide the
result of the covler, and more mature in-
vestigation.  The result bas proved that
a good cause may be leli to the quiet op
eration ol time., After the lupse of two
vears, the sennle without any movement
of bis friends, tock up the subject, after a
full examination and discussion, Mr. Cal-
houn's decizion received the deliberate
sunction of that body.

This brings us down toa period so near

to give gyen a suthicient narrative of Cal-
houn's course as econnceled with publie

L]
done under adyersa arcinistunees; when

ovents, and accordingly we pass over the

Mr. Callioun, who had been brought for- | meseures udopted by Gen'ly Juckson on
ward ax a candidate for the Presidency,|hi< accession fto power, the position in

fiui to enconpter misrepresentations, snd | which Mr. Calhoun was placed in relation

and | intended by the constitution, to piaco the|a vialent opposition o almest every men- | w him pcliteally in consequence ol those

In fact it 15 only by the | aud private relations, the correspondence

tutional, and therefore void and no law.
At the call of the Siate, Mr. Calhoun ro-
signed his office of Vice-President of the
United States, and was elected Senator in
Congress, and touk his seat in that body to
defend her cause, which be believed to be
the cause of liberty and the consfitution.
His re-appearance, afler s0 many years,
on the foor of a deliberative body, was
under circumstances the most trying that
can be conceived. e and his colleague
stood nlmost alone. 'The cause was uni-
voreally unpop\ﬂnr, and resntdgd as syn-
onymous with disunion and treason. Un-
dop these circumstances, with all the dis-
advantage of not having spoken in a pyb-
lic ngsembly for more than sixteen years,
he had to meet the joint array of talents,
both of the administration and the oppo-
sition. In this trying juncture, he ac-
quitted himself so well, that the tide of
public opinion which so strongly set a-
gaingt him at the begioning of the ses-
gion, turned in his favor, and those not
convineed by his arguments, felt at least a
conviction of his sincerity and patriotism,
The contest was mainly belween Mr. Cab-
houn and the distinguished Senator from
Massachusetts, Mr. Webster, the prinei-
ple poiut in issue between whom was final-
ly reduced to the naked question, whether
our constitution isor is nota compact bLo-
tweon the States, the admitting that “if it
be a compact, the doctrines contended for
by the furmer fullowed as necessary con-
sequences.

We eannnt dwell upon the efforts which
Me, Calhoun made during the highly in
teresting session of 1833, 34 but we muy

1e general| sure he proposed for the improvement of| measures, the ropture ol their politieal| with confidence cite his speeches on the

question of the deposites, the currency,

Sagacious opponecats and pm\’erlul orators! dclcgulcd 1o C ungress, and was nol « right podect order and gystem ir-mghl into the ' 1o which 1t gave rise, the character of that the |'epeal of the force b‘", and the pro

-



